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Vet lean policy towards Soviet Russia 
-r conversation with Und er~3 ecret ary 
of State Hone* Uontini ’ , . 



Hons* MontlnJ. is the "substitute" Secretary of State 
in the v R tioan and tho closest friend me advisor to Pope 
Plus XII, Since the death of Cardinal Hegllone, the late 
Secretary cf 3tate, Hons .Montini has been tho real head of 
all Vatican political activities. Mona. Tardini, vs bo has 
the title of Vie (^Secretary cf State in the Vat loan, , 
inactive niid seems to be ill, I have known Hontini for* more 
than ten years and have contacted him several times. He, has 
been mvare for e long time of my political opinion and of my 
activity in the Hungarian legstion to the Holy See. 

2 expressed to Hons* Uontini my opinion that the 
position of the Catholic Churph in Hungary 1b in some danger, 
due to the inevitable oonflidt between the feudal system of 
the Church and thevrtew democratic movement. I esked him for 
his opinion in regards to supporting other, more progressive 
'Catholic eluents in the country, elements, which 0 are rjell 
tenotjn by him, and by me. ^ I ashed him whether it would not 
be possible to make it knomWhat the Holy Father holds „a 
different view'from that of the reactionary representatives 
of the Church in Hungary. I told Hons. Wont ini that es t 
soon as communication facilities have been established with 
Hungary I shell be able , to consult with my old friends in 
this progressive Catholic movement, which has existed for 
‘some time* * r 

e „ In the course of the conversation which followed my * 1 
statements (which were made only for the jpurpose of . beginning 
the conversation and drawing' out his opinions), Mq&s* Montini 
tola me that ho v;as most anxious to get news f rp^ ; '-i!ungary *■ 5 
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and Central iuro p©, fho Vatican roc elves little nov-s froci 
that nren because oarciunioation between th© Budapest nuncio 
and th© Vatican has been, out off . Con corning, ray question 
about the progressive and democrat 1 c {troupe £u. Hungwy, 
it ie lion©, Hontini’s opinion. thet- the Vatican cannot 
abandon the sa-c ailed p re actionary" Church circles in 
Hangar y be causa they have bo lorded so long end. have been 
so strong m influence in the tradition and history of 
Hungary. Even though the Vet loan may not c-ftfoe v?it h th© 
attitude or these traditional groups, it cannot o andean 
them# Con corning th© situation, in hunoray and in Eastern 
and Central i-rurope , Hions. lion tint told no (and stree^s^- this 
at at orient) that the ‘Vatican will not reoofinis© • the Debrecen 
Govorrinent until the holy Coe hao secured absolute* proof 
that this Government really Id in control or th© conritry* 

He ©aid that although the members of the Debrecen Govern- - 
mant may bo well-known figures in the country, thi&ftct 
does not moan that they e*« actually and freoly control 
the country, The policy of the Vatican tpWcrde th© Debrecen 

Government is that the Government depends on the measure of 
Hussion influence in Hungary* Seomise of the nnti- clerical 
movements in Hungary, lions, ISontisi xwa not, completely sura 
that the Budapest Hunoio would bo able to retain rt his poet, 
leVernl times he pointed out the fact that Hussion policy 
ip. Very clever^ h© stated thet .although th© nuaaionc :ir«y 
se^i kindly dio posed toward the Church, vrht.t they really want 
r^ai»s to be 3 oen, Several time 3 , very criphatloally, h© 
pond caned Russia’s policy in ho land . I rcncrkcKi to Mans , 
ficmttni that there v:as not ouch a ohcjif.ci in th© Vatican’s 
policy toward Rumania, end Host ini replied that the Vat i can 
could not do o then? 1 sc beoonae In Kamanin there had been 
no constitutional chan®*. 

At the end of our conversation* X asked lions* ^ontlni 
tp help me secure an audience with Ms Hollneoa • I caked* 
that this: confer once be made in the. fbin of a fanxilv audienoe, 
so that X wo>ld b© received first with my whole rurally and 
i-eter alone, Hons* Host ini made no promise about it, tut X 
have, also tried through other channels to secure such an 
euaionoe. 

Uy b On t e^rwl th Mona , Hontinl will no\f be continuous , < 
in a certain senbS, and X have hopes that the Vatican will 

be interested in talking' to an independent person for their Danubian > 

purposes, L 4 . 
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